State Referee Committee Online Meeting
August 7, 2025
8:00 PM
 
SRC Committee Members Present

CHAIR Ken George
SRA/SYRA Paul James	
SAC Cliff Clement
SDA Ernie Fisher
[bookmark: _GoBack]NCYSA President Mike Martin
SDI Abbas Piran

Excused Absence

Brian Bachelder, Jeremy Mikell, Sam Cohen.

Call to Order

Call to Order by Ken George
Determine Quorum

A quorum of six (6) was determined at the start of the meeting.

Approval of Minutes

A motion is needed for approval of the previous minutes. Paul James motions and Abbas Piran seconds; the minutes are approved.

Financials

The Balance Sheet reflects a $16,000 growth difference from this time last year.  The liability and equities’ show as $89,975.60 (this year 2025) versus $101,584 (Last year 2024) indicating a $16,000 growth margin.  The profit and loss sheet show NCSRA being a $16,000 positive versus same time last year (2024) $36,000 negative.  This figure indicates the current amount in our account after payment of expenses for purchases of new computers, and the relevant USYS and Presidents cup expenses.  Paul would like to keep a $10,000 cushion in the bank for untoward expenses.  The recertification course opened today 8/7/25 which will ensure cash flow.

Paul James

The annual summer tournaments of USYS and Presidents Cup were successful.  North Carolina sent 3 referees to USYS and 1 to Presidents Cup.  One referee was picked by the Capelli organization to attend the Cup in Denmark.  NCSRA is looking to expand this experience to include other referees at the same time, will be speaking with Capelli to learn how to manifest this.  North Carolina is hoping to host another Ref Coach course in the Raleigh area during September 4-7, 2025.  NCSRA is waiting for approval from Matt Cheeseman of US Soccer for 24 slots for attendees.  NCFC will be helping NCSRA with logistics for this course.  North Carolina has approved 13 referee candidates for the Ref Coach Course.  Virginia is sending 2 candidates, South Carolina 1 candidate and Massachusetts 1 candidate.  This course is very much needed to maintain appropriate evaluations for the numerous regional referees we have. Currently NCSRA has 51 regional referees and 21 in the pipeline.  The annual summer ARA meeting was held in Greensboro, successfully. NCSRA is working on various projects including trying to secure funding for the Mentor Program from NCYSA and then, the area clubs.

Shannon Mayberry is tasked with co-coordinating Mentors for all NCYSA and NCASA signature events, throughout the year.

The new referee course, as well as the recertification coursework, are open and doing well.  The regional referee and NC State referee coursework include quizzes.  Cash flow should be back to normal.  A backlog of $5,000 has been paid to evaluators and instructors so far.  There are more payments, including the advanced referee instructor payments to be made.  These payments will be made in mid-august.  

Abbas Piran

Planning to host a Ref Coach course in the Raleigh area in September and is working with NCFC’s Brian Bachelder and NCSRA’s Erick Varone on logistics.   Looking at accommodation at the Hilton Hotel in Raleigh, as was done 2 years ago during that particular Ref Coach course.  This course will be by invitation only.  The names of the approved candidates will be submitted to Matt Cheeseman at US Soccer. Abbas is sourcing instructors for this course at a ratio of 1 instructor per 6 candidates, if all the slots are filled, this will equate to 4 instructors, including Ken and Abbas.

Erick Varone is researching the various club mentor needs and wants throughout North Carolina.  Once this is known, NCSRA will host a mentor webinar.  Abbas will be hosting a webinar on changes to the Laws of The Game for 2025-2026.  This webinar topic will be included in the recertification course.  Abbas will continue to host monthly webinars on different topics, throughout the year. 

The “Captains Only” rule is being adopted.

Ernie Fisher

Congratulations to Shannon Mayberry and Jude Carr for organizing evaluations at the various tournaments throughout the State and also, Out of State evaluations are being conducted in North Carolina.  The requests for Out of State evaluations is trending upwards.  Thirteen (13) people have been selected to attend the Ref Coach course in September, including Paul James.  Once the Ref Coach course is published the slots will fill up quickly.  Referee evaluations, being loaded to the new format of Jotform, are only from July 1, 2025 and then submitted to US Soccer.  National referees do not know and have not yet received guidelines from US Soccer as to when and how to submit their applications for camp.  Paul James states that once the guidelines are received, he will share with everyone.

Cliff Clement

Waiting for the Classic schedule to be released and once received will be imported and uploaded over the weekend.  There is a new club in Brunswick County that will need a new assignor.  There are also 2 clubs that have released their old assignors and replaced with 2 new assignors.  The Assignor List will be updated accordingly.

Old Business 

None.

New business/Open discussion

NCYSA and NCASA will need to aggressively inform their clubs and leagues about the new US Soccer D&A policy on referee abuse and the penalties that will be incurred to offenders.  Mike Martin states that the intended change to the format for the national tournaments (USY and Presidents Cup) has not been well received.  There are concerns as to the cost of registration of teams and entry fees and also personnel and logistics.  The need for officials will be large and there are questions as to how selection of the officals will happen.  The new format will mean boys and girls tournaments events will take place on the same week.  The girls in Murfreesboro, TN and the boys in Provo, UT.  Mike will confirm the date of these events.  NCYSA continues to support the Mentor Program for the coaches and referees.

NCYSA’s annual AGM will take place during weekend of January 23-24, 2026.  This will be NCYSA’s 50th anniversary.

Determination of next State Referee Committee Meeting

Thursday October 23, 2025 at 8pm via Zoom.

Adjournment

Motion to Adjourn by Paul James, seconded by Mike Martin


