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NCSRA Administrative Stafftc "NCSRA Administrative Staff"

The current NCSRA general administrative staff consists of the following persons: 


The State Referee Administrator

John M. Bouda
P.O. Box 5838., Asheville, N.C.  28813.  (828) 298-1665(O), Fax (828) 298-1655. Email Address: jmb@ioa.com.


The State Youth Referee Administrator

Paul James
201 Brambleton Ct., Winston-Salem, N.C.  27106 (336) 659-4677(Soccer Voicemail 24/7), Fax  (336) 659-4688.
Email Address: syranc@triad.rr.com.  


The State Director of Referee Instruction

Jim Carpenter
4807 Edinborough Rd, Greensboro, N.C.  27406.  (336) 674-6422(H).  Email Address:  jimjac@greensboro.com


The State Director of Referee Assessment

Pablo F. Ribadeneira
100 Drayton Hall, Jacksonville, NC 28540.  910-347-5382 (Home), 910-340-6558 (Cell).   Email Address(es): pribadeneira@ec.rr.com; 

Area Referee Administrators:
Abbas Piran

Triangle Area, P.O.  Box 792, Chapel Hill, N.C.  27514 (919) 942-5221(H).  Email Address:  abbas@mail.fac.unc.edu

Jim Carpenter

Greensboro_Burlington, 4807 Edinborough Rd, Greensboro, N.C.  27406.  (336) 674-6422(H).  Email Address:  jimjac@greensboro.com

Doug Cardwell
Winston-Salem High Point Kernersville, 2216 Elgin Rd., Winston-Salem, N.C.  27103.  (336) 722-7757(H). Email Address: cardwell@sisters.salem.edu. 

Jim Fahy

Charlotte and surrounding areas, 5024 Laurel Grove Ln, Matthews, N.C.  28105.  (704) 846-3270(H), (704) 521-9595(O).  Email Address(es):jfncsda@aol.com; 

Alan Kirkpatrick

Asheville and surrounding areas, 20 Griffing Circle, Asheville, NC 28804  828-252-4628 (Home)




828-712-7774 (Cell).Email Address:  alanreferee@yahoo.com
Ivan Batts

Wilmington and Southern Coastal Area, 1006 Shakespeare Dr., Wilmington, NC 28405 (H)(910) 799_5720;  Email Address:   ibatts@ec.rr.com.

John Bryan

Northern & Central Coastal Area P.O. Box 1125, Swansboro, NC 28584 (910) 326-3195(H), (910) 464-8901(W). Email: bryanjp@navair.navy.mil.

Ernie Fisher

Fayetteville-Sanford Area  506 Country Club Drive, Fayetteville, NC 28301 (910) 485-0226 (H), (910) 850-0006(C).  Email:  ern757@aol.com.

NCSRA Web site:  www.ncsra.org

NCSRA Web site Assignors Information Page:  http://www.ncsra.org/TheArbiterportal/ASTSL.html
NCYSA/NCASA Web site:  www.ncsoccer.org

Assignor Policies, Procedures & Guidelines tc "Assignor Policies, Procedures & Guidelines "

The following policies, procedures and guidelines have been collected and compiled in this manual for convenience and clarification.  All of these policies relate to the assignment of officials to classic, challenge and amateur league matches.

1.
Deadline for receipt of match schedules.  In order for referee assignors to function efficiently it is required that the information regarding any game to be assigned referees must be given to the involved referee assignor at least five days before the date of the game that is to be covered.  This information may be provided by mail, phone or fax or entered directly into the Arbiter system.  If the information is not received by the assignor at least five days before the date of the game to be covered, the assignor is not obligated to assign referees to the match.  If an individual assignor is willing to assign an individual match or matches with less than five days notice, that is solely within the discretion of that assignor.

2.
Deadline for match cancellations or changes, other than those due to inclement weather.  If a match is canceled with less than 72 hours notice to the involved referee assignor for any reason other than inclement weather or act of God, the local association hosting the match is responsible for paying the match fees due to the assigned officials.  If the referee assignor can, without undue difficulty, move the involved referees to other matches so that their scheduling is not greatly disturbed, the referee assignor may choose to waive the payment of referee fees to the involved officials.  The local association that is required to pay the referee fees should in turn collect the full referees’ fees from the local team that caused the cancellation if that is the case, or from the NCYSA State Office if the team causing the cancellation was from another association.  In this case the NCYSA will collect payment from the local association of the team causing the cancellation, and that association may in turn collect the fees from the team itself.


Any match canceled due to inclement weather or act of God, is not liable for referee fees if the match was canceled before the officials arrived at the field site.  If the match was canceled by the referee due to weather or field conditions, the referee fees are due for the match from the teams involved.

3.
Deadline for game information regarding rescheduled matches.  For any match which is canceled for any reason, the match rescheduled playing date may be no earlier than seven days later and the involved referee assignor must be notified of the need to assign referees to the rescheduled match no less than five days before the proposed rescheduled playing date. 

4.
Travel payments to out-of-town officials.  In order to assist referee assignors in "borrowing" referees from outside their area to cover matches for which no local referees are suited or available, local playing associations are authorized, if they so desire, to pay additional fees to referees coming in to cover travel expenses or to otherwise attract those officials to their area.  However, in no case may a visiting out-of-area team be assessed any additional fees by the hosting association in order to provide for these out-of-area officials.  Visiting teams may only be required to pay their portion of the NCYSA standard pay rates for Classic matches.
5.
No requirement to assign referees to a match at any cost.  Referee assignors are reminded that their duty is to assign referees to matches who can adequately control those matches and who can maintain a safe playing environment for the players involved.  If a referee assignor in good faith feels that he does not have available a referee capable of safely officiating a particular match, he is not to assign referees to that match.  Before deciding not to assign referees to a match for the above reason, an assignor should attempt to import a sufficient number of appropriately qualified referees from outside the area to cover the match.  Failing that, the assignor should inform the local association and the NCYSA State Office of his inability to cover the match at the earliest opportunity so that the match may be rescheduled or moved as appropriate.

6.
The number of the NCYSA  State Office is:  Telephone: (336) 856-7529.  Facsimile: (336) 856-0204.  Address: NCYSA, P.O. Box 29308, Greensboro, NC 27429

7.
Tournament Referee Assignments:  Only an NCSRA certified referee assignor may assign referees to tournaments in North Carolina which are sanctioned by NCYSA.

7.1.
Tournament Weather Cancellation Referee Payment Policies:  For all sanctioned tournaments in the State of North Carolina utilizing USSF referee services, in the event of weather cancellations the following payment guidelines shall be followed.  If an individual match, or matches, is canceled due to weather or other cause, forfeits, unplayable field, etc., then the assigned referees shall be paid the full fee for any such match.  If any such individually canceled match is rescheduled, payment shall be made to any referees assigned to said match at the regular tournament rates as if said match was an originally scheduled and assigned match.  Such payment shall be in addition to any payment made to the officials assigned to cover the match at the time it was canceled.  If the games of a tournament are canceled in whole or in large part due to weather, the following guidelines shall apply.


a)  If the tournament is canceled in whole and the involved referees are notified before leaving for the tournament city, or local referees are notified before having to arrive at the first match, no referee fees are owed.  If the referees are not notified before departing for the tournament city and they live more than fifty miles from the tournament city the officials involved shall receive a standard Saturday game fee and a standard Sunday game fee.  A standard Saturday game fee shall be $70 and a standard Sunday game fee shall be $50.  Any local officials who are not notified before departing for their assigned field or assignment pick up site on Saturday morning shall be paid the standard Saturday game fee of $70.


b)  If after a tournament has commenced play, a day or a portion of a day is canceled due to weather, the officials involved shall be paid for the canceled portion as follows, if two game periods but less than four game periods are canceled, the officials shall receive half of the standard day pay for either Saturday or Sunday, depending on the day.  If four or more game periods are canceled then the officials involved shall receive a full standard day payment.  The amount of any standard day payment to any individual official shall be reduced by the amount of any game fees already earned from matches completed that day.


c)  If the second day of a tournament is canceled due to weather, before 10 PM on the previous evening, then officials residing less than fifty miles from the tournament site need not be paid for Sunday games.  However, officials residing more than fifty miles from the tournament and who were originally scheduled to referee on the second day shall be paid the standard Sunday pay of $50.    

8.
For all U-16 and older games, the referee assigned to the middle must be a Referee Class One or higher.  First priority should be given to assigning available National, State Class One and State Class Two referees to the centers of these matches, in the order just listed.  If no State grade or higher official is available then a Referee Class One grade official (07) should be assigned to the center.  Only in situations where no higher grade official is reasonably available should a Referee Class Two grade official (08) be used in the center of these matches.  If a grade 08 official must be utilized then you must use only those officials who have been certified for at least two years and who preferably have some experience refereeing high school matches.

9.
For all U-16 and older games the officials assigned to the match as assistant referees where possible should be Referee Class One officials or higher.  If this is not feasible, they should be experienced, adult Referee Class Two grade officials (08) with at least two years of certification as a USSF referee.

10.
For all games no one who is not at least two years older than the players involved in the match or at least 20 years of age should be assigned as either referee or assistant referee to the game.
11.
Referees should not be assigned to call the center of more than one game involving the same team in a single day.

12.
Referees should not be assigned to do all centers on any one day or all lines on any one day, if at all possible.  (Someone who is only experienced enough to do lines may of course be assigned all lines.  However, if an official is capable of doing a center, he should be assigned both lines and centers.  This includes all grades of referees from Nationals down to brand new Referee Class Two's; no one is too good to do lines.)

13.
Referees should not be assigned to officiate more than four matches in one day and no more than three matches in a row without a significant rest period in between.  If the officials are involved in U-16 or older age groups they should be assigned to no more than three games a day.

14.
If you find that under these guidelines you need to bring in referees from surrounding areas then by all means do so.  Most assignors will be happy to cooperate with reasonable and timely requests for assistance.  Also, if you are uncertain about an individual's certification or experience level please consult with your local Area Referee Administrator.  If he cannot help you, please feel free to call either the SYRA or the SRA.  NCSRA maintains ratings for all referees in the Arbiter and if an assignor has access to assign a referee then the assignor also has access to the ranking of that referee.

15.
It is the policy of FIFA and the USSF that there is only one recognized system of officiating in soccer.  That system is the three-man system (the diagonal system of control).

16.
As a member of USSF/USYSA, NCYSA and all of its member associations are expected to adhere to this policy.  The dual or two-man system of officiating is not permitted by the USSF.  As the representative of the USSF National Referee Committee in North Carolina, NCSRA cannot approve of the use of the two-man system in any sanctioned match, either recreational or competitive.  Also NCSRA referee instructors are not permitted nor trained to teach the mechanics of the dual system.

17.
As far as insurance for referees and leagues is concerned with regard to the use of the dual system of officiating, referees using the dual system of officiating are not covered by the USSF referee insurance policy nor are they covered by NCYSA's general liability policy.  NCYSA playing associations employing the two man system, although in violation of USSF policies, are apparently covered by NCYSA's general liability coverage, (according to NCYSA's insurance agent).  Referees are excluded.    IT IS ALSO ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO USE THE DUAL SYSTEM OF OFFICIATING IN ANY COMPETITIVE NCYSA/NCASA MATCH IN NORTH CAROLINA.  Referees who employ the dual system on any competitive match are subject to a thirty day suspension from all officiating.
18.
If an NCYSA recreational association either does not have sufficient referees or sufficient money or both to field a three man system, it is suggested that the one man system, (one trained and paid USSF certified referee in the middle and two volunteer or "club" assistant referees who assist with out-of-bounds calls), be utilized.  The one man system may be easily utilized in the younger age groups and a full three man system assigned in higher age groups.  Any association may establish its own fees for officials refereeing recreational matches; it is recommended that of the fees normally paid in the past for two officials, half be paid to the center official and the two assistant referees split the other half equally.  Any NCSRA referee administrator will be more than happy to assist a local playing association in exploring all of the options.

19.
NCSRA Policy on Alleged Referee Misconduct or Grievances towards an official.  The following policy has been adopted by NCSRA for dealing with complaints or grievances filed against referees.  Complaints or grievances should be sent in writing to the NCYSA State Office.  The State Office should then initially review the information to determine whether the information falls into one of three categories: 1) a match protest; 2) a non-reviewable complaint regarding a judgment decision of a referee in applying the Laws of the Game; or 3) an allegation of behavior on the part of a referee which if verified would amount to misconduct subjecting the referee to discipline.

20.
If the information regards a match protest, and the proper NCYSA Match Protest procedures have been adhered to, NCYSA will refer the information to the SYRA for a ruling as to whether the facts as alleged would qualify as a technical error on the part of the referee.  If the SYRA indicates that the events as alleged would qualify as a technical error, the Protest and Appeals Committee shall assign an investigator to verify the information.  The investigator shall supply all information discovered to the P&A Committee who shall then determine 1) whether the technical error as alleged actually occurred and 2) whether that technical error potentially affected the outcome of the match.  If the answer to both parts of the investigation is yes, then the P&A Committee shall, in the Committee's discretion, issue an order either voiding the match and requiring it to be replayed in its entirety, or the Committee shall order that the match score be changed and recorded as a 0-0 draw.

21.
If the information is determined to be a complaint regarding a judgment decision of the referee, the NCYSA office shall inform the complainant that such decisions of the referee are non-reviewable and no further action at this time may be taken.  However, the complainant shall be informed that NCYSA will keep the complaint on file so that if other similar complaints regarding an individual referee are received, NCSRA through the Area Referee Administrators, may be requested to assign an assessor to evaluate the performance of the referee to determine whether that referee is receiving appropriate level assignments for the official's demonstrated level of ability and experience.

22.
If the information is determined by the NCYSA State Office to allege actions on the part of an official, which if verified would amount to misconduct, then the matter shall be referred to the NCYSA Discipline and Appeals Committee for investigation.  The Discipline and Appeals Committee shall investigate and if necessary conduct hearings regarding each such incident and render a report, and if warranted a recommendation as to discipline, to the SRA or SYRA.  The SRA or SYRA shall then review the investigative materials and the recommendation and implement one of four courses of action.  The SRA or SYRA may 1) issue a disciplinary order in conformance with the D & A Committee's findings and discipline recommendations, or 2)  issue a disciplinary order but modify the D & A Committee's discipline recommendations, or 3) request the D & A Committee to investigate further and specifically direct the D & A Committee as to what area requires further investigation, or 4) in unusual cases the SRA or SYRA shall order a second independent investigation and shall act on the findings of that investigation, making a report of the outcome to the D & A Committee.

23.
It must be emphasized that NCSRA and the Discipline and Appeals Committee will only respond to complaints or grievances alleging misconduct on the part of a referee when such are filed in writing by the coach or designated manager of a team involved in a match, or from an NCYSA or NCASA State Officer.  Complaints or grievances pressed by parents or other unofficial spectators will not be addressed.
24.
POLICY FROM USSF NATIONAL REFEREE COMMITTEE  The USSF National Referee Committee  adopted a policy regarding the charging of assignment fees to referees from assignors.  Under the policy, referee assignors may not charge individual referees an assignment fee in order to be assigned matches by that assignor.  The assignor may charge clubs, leagues, and other organizations a fee to assign referees to matches.  Local referee associations may also charge dues to members and utilize those dues to pay for the services of an assignor.  However, assignors may no longer charge referees any fee for receiving assignments from an assignor.

NCYSA RULES, REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES REGARDING LEAGUE PLAY (Tab 2)tc "NCYSA RULES, REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES REGARDING LEAGUE PLAY (Tab 2)" 

1.
All players must have a valid player pass to play, or in rare cases a photo id and a letter of authorization from the NCYSA State Office.  Referees must check each player's pass before the start of the match.  No pass, no play.  At the time the player passes are presented to the referee, each team should also give the referee a roster listing the players, their jersey numbers, and having spaces to indicate cautions, send offs, player participation and comments.  The referee should check off each player on this roster as the pass is checked.  The player passes should then be returned to the team.  The referee should keep the roster and at the conclusion of the game indicate on the roster, as well as on the match report, any players receiving cautions or who were sent off.  The rosters should be mailed by the referee to the NCYSA State Office.  The winning (or home team if the game is tied) will mail the match report.  If for any reason the referee is not given a roster, he should retain the player passes during the match.  In this case the passes should be returned after the match, after noting any players who were cautioned or sent off on the match report. 

2.
The teams and their respective spectators should, where possible, be on opposite sides of the field.  

3.
The home team has its choice on which side of the field its bench area will be placed. 

4.
In the event of a jersey color conflict between the teams, the home team must change.  

5.
No jewelryxe "Jewelry" may be worn unless it can be safely taped down and is taped down.  

6.
In addition to USYSA regular substitution opportunities, substitutionxe "Substitution:during caution" is permitted when a player is cautionxe "Caution:substitution at"ed.  Only the cautioned player(s) and a like number from the opposing team may be substituted.

7.
If a player is sent offxe "Sent off:player's pass" by the referee, his pass is to be returned to his coach.  The referee must be certain to record the sent offxe "Sent off:information for match report" player's name, team and number on the match report and the team's roster copy that the referee sends to NCYSAxe "Match Report" .  

8.
The referee must fill out a match reportxe "Match Report" making certain to clearly show his name, the names of his assistant referees, the name and city of both the home and visiting teams, and the correct total score.  He must also write down on the match reportxe "Match Report" the number, team, and last name of all cautionxe "Caution:Match Reports"ed and sent off players.  Be sure to return a copy of the match reportxe "Match Report" to each coach after both coaches have signed it.  (The signing of the report by the coaches is optional and should be avoided if there is the possibility of a hostile situation arising after the match.) 

9.
Sent off players.  If a player is sent off during the match, the player must leave the area of the match and retire to a distance out of sight and sound of the field, unless this is not physically possible consistent with the player’s safety and supervision, in which case the player must retire a sufficient distance from the field that he will have no possible further interaction with the game or the officials.  A sent off player may not play in the team’s next match; however, he may be present on the bench but not in uniform.

10. Sent off coaches.  If a coach is sent off during the match, the coach must leave the area of the match and retire to a distance out of sight and sound of the field.  If the match from which a coach was sent off was played at a multi-field complex, the expelled person must leave the playing complex and may not return until the completion of the team’s next match. A sent off coach may not be present at the playing of his team’s next match and must be out of sight and sound of the field for the entire duration of the team’s next match.  The presence of a previously sent off coach during the team’s next match at any time will result in the team forfeiting the match and further disciplinary penalties being levied by the D&A Committee.

NSRA Provision of Registered Referee Information to Certified Assignorstc "NCSRA Provision of Registered Referee Information to Certified Assignors"

NCSRA is committed to providing all licensed assignors with as much useful information regarding the registered officials available for assignment to matches as possible, as well as providing the most advanced assignment tools currently available.  As of the Spring of 2005, NCSRA has moved to the use of a web based assignment program, the Arbiter.  NCSRA provides all licensed assignors with assignor level access to this web based system.  Use of this system requires Internet access, preferably high speed or broadband access.  The NCSRA Arbiter group, group number 102762, contains the information for all currently registered North Carolina USSF referees.  The referees also have access to their own records and assignments through this system.  The web address for the Arbiter is www.TheArbiter.net.  The State Referee Administrator is responsible for maintaining the USSF referee information, and once loaded, the referees are responsible for maintaining their personal information.  The aim of this program is to provide real time updated and accurate information to all assignors and referees.  


In order to be a licensed assignor in you must initially complete an assignor course and register with both NCSRA and NCYSA using two different registration forms. Thereafter, you must register every year with NCSRA/USSF and with NCYSA by sending in both the NCSRA Assignor Registration form and the NCYSA Assignor Registration form along with two cheques, one for $100.00 to "NCSRA" and one for $25.00 to "NCYSA", to NCSRA.  All assignors, to maintain licensure, must also attend an assignor clinic every year.

All licensed assignors will receive access to the Arbiter system and also the private NCSRA Assignor web page.  The information in the Arbiter and on the NCSRA Assignor web page is regularly updated and provides the material for downloading as necessary.


All licensed assignors will receive through either the Arbiter or the Assignors’ web page the following information:
1.
Access in the Arbiter to all currently registered referees in the NCSRA Area in which they assign. 

2.
List of all licensed assignors and the areas or leagues for which they assign

3.
List of all licensed assessors

4.
List of all licensed instructors

5.
List of all young referees selected for the Young Referee Identification Program

6.
List of NCSRA Arbiter Assignor trainers for help with Arbiter questions and problems.

All licensed assignors may also use the Arbiter system to coordinate tournament assigning, from the initial invitations to referees, through final payroll for the tournament.


The NCSRA Assignors’ web page, which is located at http://www.ncsra.org/TheArbiterportal/ASTSL.html, contains Power Point presentations on the use of the Arbiter to assign referees and also a separate section on the procedures for using the Arbiter to run tournaments.

NCSRA will also regularly post in the Arbiter announcements section to all licensed assignors, information of interest to assignors and referees in general.


Maintaining a current and correct email address on file with NCSRA will be critical to an assignor receiving timely and regular informational updates.


All assignors must be aware that it is the policy of the NCSRA that all information relating to registered officials is strictly confidential and may not be released beyond those persons authorized to receive the information.  Violation of this policy by an assignor is grounds for immediate suspension or revocation of the assignor’s license.  

NCYSA INSTRUCTIONS TO REFEREEStc "NCYSA INSTRUCTIONS TO REFEREES"
REFEREE RESPONSIBILITY

NCYSA sponsors soccer matches between youth teams on both the competitive and the recreational level.  Regardless of the level of play however, it cannot be stressed too strongly that the pri​mary responsibility of the officials controlling any NCYSA match is the safety of the players.  The referee should never allow the competitive aspects of the game to outweigh his concern for his control over the safety of the players.    

I.  Rules of Play 

The rules of play for all NCYSA matches are those of FIFA, which may 

be found in Laws of the Game/Guide for Referees, which all registered USSF Referees should receive annually from the USSF and which may also be obtained from the USSF website at www.USSF.com.  In addition to the laws of FIFA, the following NCYSAxe "NCYSA:match lengths" rules or modifications of FIFA law apply.  


A.  Length of Periods                (Overtimes if needed) 


 1.  U-10 boys and girls, 25-minute halves; None 


 2.  U-12 boys and girls, 30-minute halves; 2x10 minutes 


 3.  U-14 boys and girls, 35-minute halves; 2x10 minutes 


 4.  U-16 boys and girls, 40-minute halves; 2x15 minutes 


 5.  U-17 boys and girls, 45-minute halves; 2x15 minutes 


 6.  U-19 boys and girls, 45-minute halves; 2x15 minutes 


B.  Substitutionxe "Substitution:available entry times"s 

   
Unlimited substitutions may be made freely and repetitively from all eighteen eligible players, but only at the following times: 


1.
by either team on any goal-kick, after a goal, or at halftime,


2.
on any throw in by the team in possession of the ball, 


3.
on any injury, 


4.
upon issuance of a yellow xe "Yellow Card:substitution at"card, the cautioxe "Caution:substitution at"ned player(s) may be substituted, and the opposing team may substitute a like number of players (i.e.  the same number of players for each team).  This is an NCYSA rule, not a USYSA rule.


C.  Coaching 

    
According to the Laws of the Game,xe "Coaching" coaching from the boundary lines is permitted.  However, "coaching" is limited to the giving of tactical instructions to one's own team.  It is not an indiscriminate license to shout at anyone and everyone.  This means that coaching personnel are allowed to call instructions to their players on the field during a match.  


D.  Team Bench Areas 


Where possible, the teams and their respective spectators are to be placed on opposite sides of the field and the spectators are to remain in the area between the two penalty areas along the touch-line.  Coaching personnel should remain in the immediate area of the team bench.  No one is permitted to remain behind the goal-lines.  The home team has the choice of which side of the field to take as its bench area, unless a fourth official has been assigned to the match in which case the teams will be on the same side of the field.  


If it is not feasible to place the teams on opposite sides of the field, then the respective team areas for players and spectators alike shall be limited to the area between the halfway line and the nearest penalty area.  


E.  Spectator Misconduct 


Coaches are responsible for controlling the actions of their spectators.  If a spectator interferes with a match or the officials, the referee shall stop the contest, determine the side which the spectator supports, and have that coach either sufficiently restrain the spectator or remove him from the area.  If this cannot be done and the interference is significant, the referee shall terminatexe "Terminate:spectator interference" the match and report the incident to the local referee coordinator.  


F.  Drawn Games 


During regular season play, matches that end in a draw shall remain drawn.  There will be no overtime play or draw breaking kicks.  If a match in post season or tournament play requires a winner, the procedure listed in this section under Duties of the Referee Section G shall be employed.  


G.  Jewelryxe "Jewelry" 

No loose jewelry of any kind shall be permitted.  The opinion of the referee as to the safety of jewelry or any other equipment including the accept​ability of footgear, is final.  Jewelryxe "Jewelry" which is not easily removed may be taped down and worn during play, but only upon inspection and adjudication as to its safety by the referee.  The opinion of the referee in such matters is final.  Although Law IV of the Laws of the Game does not specifically prohibit wearing jewelry, FIFA, USSF and NCYSA directives strongly discourage wearing jewelry during play.


H.  Balls 


1.
Under 12 and younger age groups shall play with a size 4 ball, 


2.
Under 14 and older age groups shall use a size 5 ball.  


3.
The home team shall supply at least one, and up to three balls, to the referee.  However, the referee may choose to use any balls that are acceptable to him.  He is not required to accept the ball(s) supplied by the home team.  

 
II.  Administrative and Procedural Rules 


A.  Player Passes 


All players must have valid passes, or a photo id and a letter of authorization from NCYSA, (USYSA registration cards with pictures, etc.) in order to participate in any NCYSAxe "NCYSA:player passes" match.  No player shall take part in any match who has not displayed a valid pass to the referee prior to each match.  The referee shall check each player's pass prior to the match and if a roster is not provided to him he shall retain the passes of all participating players during the match and shall return them at the end of the match to the respective coaches.  


B.  Players Sent Offxe "Sent off:player's pass"  

If a player is sent off by the referee before, during, or after a match the referee shall write down the last name, number and team of the player sent off on the match reportxe "Match Report:sent off players" and then return the player's pass to his or her coach.  Any player sent off from a match may not play in the next regularly scheduled league match.  


C.  Protests 

If a team is protesting a match and has notified the referee of their intent to do so, the referee should: 


1.
Request the protesting coach to file his protest, in writing, with the NCYSAxe "NCYSA:match protests" state office within 24 hours of the match.  


2.
Write his version of the protested incident, including all pertinent details, and if neutral assistant referees (i.e. fully licensed USSF officials, in referee uniform, who were officially assigned to this match by a referee coordinator) are present at the time, have them subscribe to the report.


3.
Immediately notify the local referee coordinator and the Area Referee Administrator by phone of the protest, and shortly thereafter send each a copy of the incident report.  


D.   Team/Equipment Inspections 

Prior to the start of any match, the referee or an assistant referee shall inspect the equipment of each team.  The official shall accept each player's pass, comparing the player's face with the pass photo, examine each player's cleats, make certain that no player is wearing dangerous equipmentxe "Jewelry", and see that all players are wearing shin guards.  No player may play without shin guards.  It is not generally necessary to require the players to line up to accomplish this procedure.  It is often more effective to do it "informally" by walking amongst the players as they warm up, checking their passes off on the roster and checking equipment.

DUTIES OF THE REFEREE tc "DUTIES OF THE REFEREE "

A.  Arrival 

The referee shall arrive at the game site at least thirty (30) minutes before the scheduled start of the match.  This allows the referee time to properly attend to his pre-game duties.  


B.  Attire 

The referee shall be attired in the official soccer referee's uniform with his USSF Referee badge properly affixed over his left breast.  The primary uniform consists of a gold jersey with black collar, stripes and cuffs, with additional approved alternates being red with black collar, stripes and cuffs, or black with white collar, stripes and cuffs, or blue with black collar, stripes and cuffs, black shorts, black socks with three white stripes around the tops, and black or nearly all black shoes.  (Manufacturers logos are ok on shoes. The only requirement is that all officials shall be dressed alike. The referee should also have a minimum of two (2) whistlexe "Whistle" s, two (2) watches, a set of red and yellow xe "Yellow Card:referee equipment" cards, a coin, two (2) writing instruments, something to write on, and a set of assistant referees' flags.  The referee is expected to provide his assistant referees with flags.


C.  Pre-game Conference 

The referee shall instruct his assistant referees fully as to what he expects of them during the match, being very detailed unless all three officials have worked with one another frequently. 


D.  Use of Neutral Assistant referees 

The referee shall fully utilize competent neutral assistant referees in controlling the match by acknowledging their assistance during play and maintaining good working cooperation with them throughout the match.  All three members of the officials’ crew are expected to aid in controlling the match.  The referee should always be supportive and protective of his assistant referees and they of him.  


E.  Signals 

During the match, the referee is expected to make clear and sharp decisions and at all times remember that control of the match is of paramount importance in maintaining the safety of the players.  To this end, it is important that the referee be firm and clear in his decisions.  The appropriate hand signals, found in the FIFA rule book are to be used.  The officials should employ primarily those signals set forth in the USSF Guidelines for Referees, Assistant Referees, and Fourth Officials, using additional signals only where needed for clarification.


F.  Match Reportxe "Match Report"s 

At the conclusion of the match, the referee shall fill out a match report, keeping the appropriate section for himself to mail to the appropriate sanctioning authority, as indicated on the match report, returning the other two sections to the coaches.  If a team failed to provide a roster to the referee before the match and he was required to retain the player passes, he should at this point then return the player passes of the team to the coach.  


G.  Tournament Play Overtime and Tie-Breaking Kicks

For any match which must have a decisive result, the following will be employed, unless the rules of a competition specifically state otherwise: 


1.
At the end of regulation time, after a five minute rest period, two overtime periods shall be played, the length of which shall be determined by the age of the participating players.  A two minute rest period shall be allowed between halves.  


2.
If at the end of the overtime periods, the score is still tied, the teams will proceed with draw-breaking kicks from the penalty mark.  There will be no sudden death overtime.  


3.
If a tie score remains after the first five draw breaking kicks, draw-breaking kicks shall continue until, after an equal number of kicks by both teams, one team has accumulated one more score than the other, at which time that team shall be declared the winner.  
Statewide Referee Fees for Youth Matches (effective Fall 2005)

(Adopted by NCYSA February 13, 2005)tc "Statewide Referee Fees for Youth Matches"
Effective Fall of 2005 the following Referee Fees Guidelines and Mandatory Payment levels apply:

Age


Classic

Challenge

Recreation

U-17 and up




Referee


$50


$44


$38

Assistant Referees
$35


$29


$23

Game Total

$120


$102


$84

U-16 and U-15

Referee


$44


$38


$32

Assistant Referees
$29


$23


$21

Game Total

$102


$84


$74

U-13 & 14

Referee


$38


$32


$28

Assistant Referees
$23


$21


$19

Game Total

$84


$74


$66

U-12 and down

Referee


$32


$28


$24

Assistant Referees
$18


$15


$12

Game Total

$68


$58


$48


No league or playing association may pay referee fees higher than these established rates for referee services for the designated division and competition level.


No tournament may pay referee fees higher than these established rates for referee services for the designated division and competition level, unless authorized in writing prior to the sanctioning of the tournament by NCYSA after consultation with NCSRA.


The Classic League rates are mandatory for all state league games and the Challenge and Recreation rates are guidelines but represent a maximum cap.  Local playing groups may set lower rates for payment.

League Assignor Contract


"

NORTH CAROLINA SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION

LEAGUE ASSIGNOR REFEREE COORDINATION CONTRACT


This document constitutes an agreement between the _______________________, a certified referee assignor of the North Carolina Soccer Referees Association (hereinafter Assignor) and _ ___________________________, an NCYSA/NCASA affiliated organization (hereinafter the League) and shall be considered a binding contract.  The purpose of this contract is to state and clarify the conditions under which the Assignor will be responsible for procuring, assigning and coordinating the services of a sufficient number of qualified USSF Referees to officiate at the matches of League, as well as to state the expectations and the obligations of the parties to this contract and their rights and remedies in the event of a breach of this contract.


The stipulations of this contract are as follows:

1.
(For the sum of $_______, plus all reasonable expenses)(For  $______ per match to be assigned, plus all reasonable expenses)(For $______ per match to be assigned, with no reimbursement of expenses)(For $_____ per hour spent assigning League matches, plus all reasonable expenses)(Select whichever is appropriate and strike through the rest), the Assignor hereby agrees to assign and coordinate the services of any and all USSF referees who wish to officiate at the matches of the League; the Assignor will see that each and every match of the League is adequately staffed by referees, subject only to the number of referees responding to the League's invitation to officiate.  (If inapplicable strike through this next sentence) The League shall be responsible for all expenses of printing, postage, tele​phone charges, word processing, collating, etc., incurred by the Assignor on behalf of the League, provided that such expenses,  shall not be more than an additional $______ without the prior written approval of the League.  The assignment fee is payment for the services of referee assignments to matches..

2.
The Assignor will arrange to contact all eligible officials and attempt to procure their services for League matches​.

3.
The Assignor shall be charged with the responsibility of selecting and assigning all interested eligible officials to the matches of the League.

4.
The Assignor shall be responsible for mailing or otherwise contacting each confirmed official with the time of that official’s matches and any other infor​mation required by the referees of the League.

5.
The Assignor shall provide the League Director with a copy of the master list of referee assignments at the request of said Director.

6.
The Assignor will allow the League the opportunity to designate which officials it would prefer to officiate the matches of its choice.  If the League's chosen officials are adjudged by the Assignor to be compe​tent to referee the matches to which the League wishes them assigned, then the Assignor will make every effort to assign them to those matches, subject only to logistical problems and providing that the League makes known to the Assignor its selections at least one week prior to the commencement of the matches in question.

7.
The League shall provide the Assignor with a firm count as to the number of matches, the times, dates, fields, and ages of the matches the League will have on each play date at least five days before said date.  Failure to provide this information to the Assignor within the required time relieves the Assignor of any responsibility to assign referees to those matches.

 8.
The League shall provide to the Assignor by five days before each play date a schedule of games showing the fields to be utilized, the number of games on each field, the age of the teams scheduled in each game, and the times of each scheduled game.  If such a schedule is not received by the Assignor within the allotted time the Assignor may at his option either not schedule officials for those matches or he may schedule the matches and charge the League a late scheduling fee of $_____ per match.  Further, rescheduling any match within the five day period, which rescheduling requires the changing of officials assignments shall be treated as if the original match was not received in time and the Assignor shall have the same options of either not covering the match or invoking the late fee and charging the League.  This paragraph shall not be applicable to matches rescheduled due to inclement weather or other acts of God.  The Assignor may in his sole discretion waive the late scheduling fee for good cause.  If the Assignor agrees to schedule late games, the League must pay the late scheduling fees within five days of the date the late scheduled match was provided to the Assignor.

9.
Payment of 50% of the assignment fee of $_______ shall be made by the League to the Assignor by (          ).  The payment of the remaining 50% of the assignment fee shall be made at the close of the League playing season.  The payment of any expense incurred by the Assignor on behalf of the League shall be paid upon presentation of the expense receipt or other proof of the expense to the League by the Assignor, less any credits for advances of expenses made to the Assignor by the League.

10.
The League shall advance to the Assignor by (           ) the sum of $______ for expenses.  This sum shall be applied by the Assignor towards the expenses of telephone calls, printing, collating and mailing to the referees, as well as any other expenses, that have then accrued.  The Assignor will submit adequate expense receipts to cover all expenditures charged against this advance.

11.
The League shall have the sole responsibility for paying the officials and the League acknowledges the fact that the referees are independent contractors and are not employees of either the League or the Assignor.  The League agrees that officials shall be compensated at the prevailing NCYSA Classic League rates or under such other rates and scales as may be attached hereto as Schedule A and signed by both parties.  The League further agrees to be bound by the terms and conditions for the use, compensation and assignment of officials as set forth in the latest version of the NCSRA Assignors Manual in effect on the signature date of this contract and the referee assignment policies and procedures contained in the NCSRA Assignors Manual are hereby incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein.

12.
On behalf of the League the Assignor agrees to exercise its best efforts to secure the services of an adequate number of officials to fulfill the needs of the League; however, the League realizes that the Assignor has no authority, either actual or apparent, to compel any official to referee at the League and therefore the Assignor does not guarantee that an adequate number of officials will be supplied to the League.

13.
(Optional Clause)  In order to cover matches in the event of a scheduled referee for any reason becoming unavailable, the League agrees to pay for a number of "standby referees" during each scheduled match time of the League.  A "standby referee" will be an official not currently scheduled to officiate a match at the time he is being asked to standby.   Such an official will be available to the referee coordinator to fill in as needed during the match period he is on standby.  Standby officials will be paid the minimum assistant referee's fee for each period covered by them.  The Assignor will not assign more than four standby officials to any one match period without the prior approval of the League.  The League shall make arrangements to include standby officials in the referee payment plan (i.e., provide a standby coupon, etc.).  If a standby referee is utilized as an official during the period he is covering he shall be paid the rate of the officiating position for which he filled in.  If feasible the referee coordinators shall utilize those referees scheduled as standby officials as fourth officials on U-19 and U-16 matches during the periods these standby officials are covering, unless they are otherwise utilized to cover a match with missing referee personnel.  (This clause is only effective if both parties have initialed here League_____________________Assignor___________________)

14.
This written contract embodies the entire agreement between the Assignor and the League and there are no other agreements, either written or oral between the parties, except as may be attached to this writing as per paragraph 15 (Fifteen) below.

15.
This contract shall not be altered, amended or modified except by agreement in writing signed by both parties and attached hereto.

16.
Should this contract be breached by either party and the other party then take legal action to enforce the terms, or recover for breach, of this contract, the prevailing party in such an action shall be entitled to collect from the losing party all costs of the action as well as the reasonable expense of the prevailing party's attorneys' fees.

17.
Should either party waive any portion of this contract such waiver shall be effective only for the portion of the contract expressly waived and only for that isolated and individual event.  In no case shall any waiver by either party of any of the conditions or requirements of this contract be construed as a waiver of any other portion, condition or requirement of this con​tract.

18.
The rights, duties, obligations and liabilities of the parties to this contract are fully assignable, but only with the written permission of both parties.

19.
Each of the clauses, paragraphs, and conditions of this contract are independent and fully severable.  Should any portion of this contract be declared void, invalid, or otherwise unenforce​able the remainder of this contract shall retain full force and effect and will be valid.

20.
The period of this contract shall be from _____________________ to ____________________ and either party may terminate this agreement by giving written notice at least two weeks in advance of the effective date of the party’s termination of the agreement to the other party. 


The foregoing information has been read and understood by both parties to this agreement and is hereby agreed to.

Signed:

_________________________________

Date:____________________

League Director

200_ ___________________________ League

_________________________________

Date:_____________________

Referee Assignor

NCSRA

Tournament Assignor Contract (Tab 6)tc "Tournament Assignor Contract (Tab 6)"
NORTH CAROLINA SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION

TOURNAMENT REFEREE COORDINATION CONTRACT


This document constitutes an agreement between the North Carolina Soccer Referees Association (hereinafter NCSRA) and the 200_ ___________________________ Tournament (hereinafter the Tournament) and shall be considered a binding contract.  The purpose of this contract is to state and clarify the conditions under which the NCSRA will be responsible for procuring, assigning and coordinating the services of a sufficient number of qualified USSF Referees to officiate at the Tournament, as well as to state the expectations and the obligations of the parties to this contract and their rights and remedies in the event of a breach of this contract.


The stipulations of this contract are as follows:

1.
For the sum of $_______, plus all reasonable expenses, the NCSRA hereby agrees to assign and coordinate the services of any and all USSF referees who wish to officiate at the Tournament; the NCSRA will see that each and every match of the Tournament is adequately staffed by referees, subject only to the number of referees responding to the Tournament's invitation to officiate.  The Tournament shall be responsible for all expenses of printing, postage, tele​phone charges, word processing, collating, etc., as well as the reasonable food and lodging expenses of each referee coordinator from the evening before the commencement of the Tournament through the last day of the Tournament, incurred by the NCSRA on behalf of the Tournament, provided that such expenses, excluding food and lodging,  shall not be more than an additional $______ without the prior written approval of the Tourn​ament.  The assignment fee is payment for the services of referee assignments to match and for the services of ____ (_) on-site referee coordinators during course of the Tournament.  Should the NCSRA deem it necessary and expedient, the Tournament agrees to provide housing and reasonable recompense for the evening meal on Thursday _______, 200_ for up to ____ NCSRA Referee Coordinators in _________.

2.
The NCSRA will produce for the Tournament a referee invita​tion letter.  The purpose of this letter will be to induce USSF officials to come to the Tournament to officiate.  The Tournament shall supply to the NCSRA by (             ) all pertinent informa​tion regarding the contents of this invitation.  Such information shall include, but not be limited to, the fees referees will be paid for officiating at the Tournament, the manner and method by which the referees will be paid by the Tournament, whether housing of any sort is being provided for referees and if so at what cost, whether any meals are being provided to referees, and any other inducements or services that the Tournament is offering to officials in order to attract them to the Tournament.

3.
The NCSRA shall be charged with the responsibility of reproducing and mailing to officials selected by the NCSRA the invitation letter.  The invitation letter to referees shall be mailed and post marked by (              )   Additional invitations may be sent out at a later date if in the judgment of the NCSRA a further response from referees is required.

4.
The NCSRA will be responsible for receiving the answers from the referees to the Tournament's invitation.  The NCSRA will report the total number of referees who have responded to the Tournament's invitation by the invitation return deadline of (           ).  The number of referees responding to the invitation will be made known to the Tournament by telephone or letter by (           ).
5.
The NCSRA shall be responsible for mailing a confirmation response to those officials who express a desire to officiate at the Tournament.  The confirmation response shall be mailed by the NCSRA within five days of the deadline for return of positive responses to the initial letter of invitation.

6.
The NCSRA shall be responsible for mailing to each confirmed official the time of that official's first match and any other infor​mation required by the referees of the Tournament.

7.
The NCSRA shall provide to each official who registers at the Tournament his or her full schedule of matches.  Such information however will only be given to an official when he or she is actually present at the Tournament.  The NCSRA Referee Coordinators shall be responsible for checking referees in upon their arrival at the Tournament.

8.
The NCSRA shall provide the Tournament Director with a copy of the master list of referee assignments on or before the beginning of the first match of the Tournament.

9.
The NCSRA will allow the Tournament the opportunity to designate which officials it would prefer to officiate the matches of its choice, including the finals of any age group.  If the Tourn​ament's chosen officials are adjudged by the NCSRA to be compe​tent to referee the matches to which the Tournament wishes them assigned, then the NCSRA will make every effort to assign them to those matches, subject only to logistical problems and providing that the Tournament makes known to the NCSRA its selections at least one week prior to the commencement of the Tournament.

10.
The Tournament shall provide the NCSRA with a firm count as to the number of matches the Tournament will have by (          ). 11.
The Tournament shall provide to the NCSRA by (           ) a preliminary schedule of games showing the fields to be utilized, the number of games on each field, the age of the teams scheduled in each game, and the times of each scheduled game.  If such a schedule is not received by the NCSRA within the allotted time the NCSRA may at its option either terminate the contract, or continue the contract and require the Tournament to pay a late scheduling fee of $150 if the schedule is delivered after the deadline, but more than twenty days before the commencement of the Tournament, or $300 if the schedule is received twenty or less days from the commencement of the Tournament.  Further, substantial changes to any of the game schedules made by the Tournament without per​mission of the NCSRA after the deadline for the schedule has passed shall constitute failure to deliver the game schedule in accordance with the terms of the contract and the penalties and options set forth in this paragraph shall be available to the NCSRA.  Substantial changes to a game schedule is defined as one or more changes made to more than 20% (twenty percent) of the scheduled games at any time after (           ).  The NCSRA may in its sole discretion waive the late scheduling fee for good cause.  If the NCSRA agrees to continue the contract the Tournament must pay the late fee at the same time the schedule is delivered to the NCSRA.  If the NCSRA chooses to treat the contract as breached it may retain fifty percent of the contract fee as liquidated damages and may apply any expense advance towards any un-reimbursed contract expense.  The Tournament shall remain responsible to the NCSRA for any remaining outstanding expenditure by the NCSRA on the Tournament's behalf that is not covered by any expense advance.  The remainder of any expense advance will be returned to the Tournament.

12.
The Tournament shall provide to the NCSRA by (          ) a final schedule showing the field, starting time, age division, time period, and actual teams playing for each match of the Tournament (the actual teams involved may obviously be excluded from any match in which the teams involved must be determined by competition in the Tournament).

13.
The Tournament shall schedule all beginning matches for each day of the Tournament to begin at the same time.  All U-16 matches and older shall be allotted a minimum scheduled time of 120 minutes.  All other matches shall be allotted a minimum scheduled time of 100 minutes and the Tournament will make every effort to schedule as many matches as possible with 120 minute schedule allot​ments.

14.
The Tournament shall supply to the NCSRA Referee Coordinator(s) two rooms at the Tournament Headquarters hotel at Tournament expense, for each night of the Tournament and commencing with the night before the first day of competition.  By (           ) the NCSRA shall provide the Tournament with a complete list of those referees requiring housing; however, the Tournament realizes that such list is subject to change and is to be utilized solely for planning purposes.  A final housing list will be faxed to the Tournament on Thursday _______, 200_ and it shall be the Tournament's responsibility to deliver this list to the hotel(s).

15.
The NCSRA Referee Coordinator(s) shall be available to deal with referee problems for the duration of the Tournament.  The Tournament shall supply to the Referee Coordinator(s) some form of electronic paging device so that the Referee Coordinator(s) may always be reached by the Tournament.

16.
One or more of the NCSRA Referee Coordinators shall be avail​able to the Tournament to render technical advice regarding protests or, at the option of the Tournament, shall decide any protest concerning the actions of any referee at the Tournament.  The NCSRA shall schedule the Referee Coordinators so that at least  one (or a suitable designate) is on duty at all times, at each of the four main Tournament sites; subject only to covering a match that is short of officials, on an emergency basis and at the option of the Tournament representative then at headquarters.

17.
Payment of 50% of the assignment fee of $_______ shall be made by the Tournament to the NCSRA by (          ).  The payment of the remaining 50% of the assignment fee shall be made at the close of the Tournament.  The payment of any expense incurred by the NCSRA on behalf of the Tournament shall be paid upon presentation of the expense receipt or other proof of the expense to the Tournament by the NCSRA, less any credits for advances of expenses made to the NCSRA by the Tournament.

18.
The Tournament shall advance to the NCSRA by (           ) the sum of $______ for expenses.  This sum shall be applied by the NCSRA towards the expenses of printing, collating and mailing the invitation of the Tournament to the referees, as well as any other expenses, that have then accrued.  The NCSRA will submit adequate expense receipts to cover all expenditures charged against this advance.

19.
The Tournament shall have the sole responsibility for paying the officials and the Tournament acknowledges the fact that the referees are independent contractors and are not employees of either the Tournament or the NCSRA.

20.
The Tournament shall have the responsibility for and shall bear the cost of producing the information packet for referees who register at the Tournament.  This packet shall contain any Tournament rules and procedures needed by the referees, maps to all field sites, directions to and check-in procedures for any housing being offered to referees, if such information has not been set out to the officials with their starting times, payment procedures for the games, information regarding any referee social events sponsored by the Tournament, and any other information that the Tournament wishes to furnish to the Referees.  Such packets will be delivered to the NCSRA Referee Coordinator(s) upon their arrival at Tournament Headquarters the afternoon of the commencement of the Tournament.  The NCSRA shall apprise the Tournament of the required number of packets at least five days before the commencement of the Tournament.

21.
On behalf of the Tournament the NCSRA agrees to exercise its best efforts to secure the services of an adequate number of officials to fulfill the needs of the Tournament; however, the Tournament realizes that the NCSRA has no authority, either actual or apparent, to compel any official to referee at the Tournament and therefore the NCSRA does not guarantee that an adequate number of officials will be supplied to the Tournament.

22.
In order to cover matches in the event of a scheduled referee for any reason becoming unavailable, the Tournament agrees to pay for a number of "standby referees" during each scheduled match time of the Tournament.  A "standby referee" will be an official not currently scheduled to officiate a match at the time he is being asked to standby.   Such an official will be available to the referee coordinator to fill in as needed during the match period he is on standby.  Standby officials will be paid the minimum assistant referee's fee for each period covered by them.  The NCSRA will not assign more than four standby officials to any one match period without the prior approval of the Tourn​ament.  The Tournament shall make arrangements to include standby officials in the referee payment plan (i.e., provide a standby coupon, etc.).  If a standby referee is utilized as an official during the period he is covering he shall be paid the rate of the officiating position for which he filled in.  If feasible the referee coordinators shall utilize those referees scheduled as standby officials as fourth officials on U-19 and U-16 matches during the periods these standby officials are covering, unless they are otherwise utilized to cover a match with missing referee personnel.

23.
This written contract embodies the entire agreement between the NCSRA and the Tournament and there are no other agreements, either written or oral between the parties, except as may be attached to this writing as per paragraph 24 (Twenty-Four) below.

24.
This contract shall not be altered, amended or modified except by agreement in writing signed by both parties and attached hereto.

25.
Should this contract be breached by either party and the other party then take legal action to enforce the terms, or recover for breach, of this contract, the prevailing party in such an action shall be entitled to collect from the losing party all costs of the action as well as the reasonable expense of the prevailing party's attorneys' fees.

26.
Should either party waive any portion of this contract such waiver shall be effective only for the portion of the contract expressly waived and only for that isolated and individual event.  In no case shall any waiver by either party of any of the conditions or requirements of this contract be construed as a waiver of any other portion, condition or requirement of this con​tract.

27.
The rights, duties, obligations and liabilities of the parties to this contract are fully assignable, but only with the written permission of both parties.

28.
Each of the clauses, paragraphs, and conditions of this contract are independent and fully severable.  Should any portion of this contract be declared void, invalid, or otherwise unenforce​able the remainder of this contract shall retain full force and effect and will be valid.


The foregoing information has been read and understood by both parties to this agreement and is hereby agreed to.

Signed:

_________________________________

Date:____________________

Tournament Director

200_ ___________________________ Tournament

_________________________________

Date:_____________________

Referee Assignor

NCSRA

NCSRA Tournament Assigning Outline tc "NCSRA Tournament Assigning Outline " 


Set forth below are the minimum steps and appropriate timetable that an assignor coordinating a sanctioned tournament should follow.

4 months before the tournament:


Meet with the tournament organizers and come to an agreement on who will be responsible for each necessary element of the tournament.  At this meeting the assignor should obtain agreement on at least the following items:

1.
The approximate number of matches the tournament is hoping to stage

2.
The total number of fields available to the tournament

3.
The total number of days the tournament will be played on.

4.
The compensation and expense reimbursement budget of the referee assignor and any necessary assistants.


5.
What the tournament will pay for referees on each match.


6.
How the tournament will pay the referees and who will be responsible for administering this function.


7.
Exactly what will be offered to referees to induce them to come to the tournament.  These items would include free or subsidized housing and meals, T-shirts, having assessors available, the provision of fruit and water for referees at playing sites, referee socials, etc.


8.
Whether the tournament will allow for reserve officials, and what those reserve officials will be paid.  (The use of reserve officials is highly recommended).


9.
Who will be responsible for arranging and coordinating referee housing, if provided.


10.
Who will be the liaison person through whom the referee assignor will coordinate with the tournament.


11.
The terms agreed to by the parties should be reflected in a signed contract or agreement that sets forth the particulars agreed to by all concerned.


12.
The referee assignor should receive at the meeting or shortly thereafter an expense advance from the tournament sufficient to cover the anticipated expenses of ordering referee mailing labels, printing referee invitations, and  mailing referee invitations.


13.
As soon as the referee assignor has been retained to coordinate the tournament he should alert his ARA and advise him that he may need his assistance in evaluating the referees responding to the tournament's invitation.  He should also contact either the SRA or the SYRA to order the appropriately sorted list of referee mailing labels for North Carolina USSF referees.  Depending on the size of the tournament, a referee assignor may need all the referees on the list or only a partial segment, such as those referees in a restricted geographical area.


14.
For a regular youth tournament where referees will be expected to work an average of 4 games on the first day and 3 games on the second day, a good rule of thumb to determine the number of officials needed is as follows: Take the total number of games played on the biggest day, multiply this number by three and divide the resultant by four.  This will give you the approximate number of officials you will need to have at your tournament.  Expect a response to invitations to run at approximately 20-30%.

3 months before the tournament: 


Prepare and mail referee invitations to the officials you have selected to receive an invitation.  The invitation should be timed so that it does not arrive more than 90 days before the tournament.  It should also have a deadline for returning the invitation of approximately a month before the tournament.  (Returning any earlier than this causes a good deal of drop out due to changing family plans and work situations.)  You should be certain that your invitation letter clearly sets forth at least the following information:


1.
The exact days and dates of the tournament.


2.
The rates of pay for each level of match at the tournament


3.
Whether any housing is being provided to out-of-town officials, and if so its cost, if any.


4.
Whether any meals are being provided to officials, and if so their cost, if any. 


5.
How many games each day an official on average can expect.


6.
Whether fruit and water will be provided to officials at the playing sites.


7.
Whether assessments are being arranged if requested.


8.
When referees who have responded can expect to receive either confirmation, final information, or final schedules.


9.
Any other information the tournament wishes to provide referees to induce them to accept the tournament's invitation.


The referee invitation should also contain a return response form that has at least the information requested in the sample response form accompanying this outline.  The whole invitation should also be printed so that the back side of the response form is the outgoing mailer.  In this fashion, when you receive the return responses you will also receive the mailing label back and can verify if the address was correct or not, etc.         

3 months up to the tournament date:


The referee assignor should attend all meetings of the tournament committee so that he is not unpleasantly surprised by a decision impacting referees that the tournament committee made without his knowledge and without considering the impact on referee services that it might have.

1 1/2 months before the tournament:


During this period up to a month before the tournament the referee assignor should be delivered a relatively final schedule showing the date, time, field, age, and sex of each match at the tournament.  The actual teams are not required at this point, although having them is nice.  The tournament should be strongly encouraged to start all beginning matches at the same time and to provide for at least two hour intervals between matches, regardless of the age level.  For games that may go to overtime periods, two and a half hour intervals are encouraged.  From the rough schedule provided the referee assignor should either prepare manual assignment sheets or have the data entered into a database.  (The use of a computerized database program is highly recommended).  The referee assignor should also be organizing the referee responses that are being received.  Entering this information in a computer database is also helpful, particularly in keeping housing requests and roommate requests under control.

4-3 weeks before the tournament:


The referee assignor should begin scheduling the referees to the matches from the responses he has received.  Bear in mind that during this period a number of additional responses will normally be received and some responding referees will call to cancel.  It is during this time that the referee assignor should consult with the local ARA and assessors, as well as the state NCSRA staff, regarding the appropriate assignment level of responding referees who do not have referee ratings in the assignors manual, or who the referee assignor may feel are incorrectly rated.  The rough scheduling of the tournament referee assignments should be completed at least two weeks before the tournament.

2 weeks before the tournament:


The referee assignor should have received complete game information on all matches, including the names of the participating teams in each match.  A quick check of the rough schedule of matches should be made to confirm that their are no known team/referee conflicts.

1 1/2 weeks before the tournament:


The referee assignor should prepare the final referee informational mailing to responding referees.  Normally this mailing will let referees know where any pre-tournament meeting is being held, where and when their first match is, where the housing is located, directions to field sites or schedule pick up points, and any final information they should have before coming to the tournament.  it is not recommended that each referees entire schedule be mailed out before they arrive at the tournament.  Knowing only the starting time allows the referee assignor more flexibility in adjusting the schedule for last minute dropouts.  All final information packets should be mailed so that they arrive at least three days before the first playing date of the tournament.  It is also recommended that the final information ask the referees to call in and confirm that they have received the information and that they are still able to attend.

1 week before the tournament:


The referee assignor should receive the confirmations and cancellations and adjust the schedule as required.

1-2 days before the tournament:


The referee assignor should print the final tournament schedule showing each referee's complete individual schedule and prepare those schedules so that the referees can pick them up the evening before the tournament or on the morning of the tournament.  It is also recommended that the referee assignor prepare several copies of a master tournament schedule showing the referees assigned to each match in a comprehensive format.  At least one of these copies should be provided to the tournament director.

The evening before the tournament:


The referee assignor should supervise the distribution of schedules to the referees and make any changes as required by unforeseen problems, referee double scheduling, playing conflicts, etc.

The days of the tournament:


The referee assignor should generally ride herd on the relatively uncontrolled chaos of the event, always remembering that it is only a game.


Please note: this is only a very general list covering most of the basics required by a tournament.  It is strongly recommended that any referee assignor who has never before assigned a tournament assist an experienced assignor with a tournament first, before striking out on a solo flight.  

200___                                      Soccer Tournament

Referee Response Form


I wish to referee at the 200___                             Tournament being held in                      on                                                            .

Name:___________________________________________________DOB:________

Address:_________________________________________________ Grade:______

City:_____________________________ State:____________ Zip code:________

Home #:___________________________  Work #:____________________________

Email Address: _______________ @ ______________ Fax#:_____________________

I am available to referee on Saturday _______ and/or Sunday______ and Monday________(check all that apply) (No Monday only please).  I have the following time or other availability restrictions (list below):

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

I will require housing on Friday night______ and/or Saturday night__________(check all that apply).

_______If selected for Monday or assigned a match on Sunday starting after ______(time), I will need housing on Sunday night. 

I will not require housing_______

I would like to room with _____________________________ if he/she has registered for this tournament.

I am registered with the USSF for 200___ and I took my recertification clinic in ______________________________________(city)  in ___________________(month).








Signed:______________________________










USSF 200___ Referee
Return this form to:

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

before                         ,200   

NCSRA Young Referee Identification Program tc "NCSRA Young Referee Identification Program "

In order to develop and maintain this state's available referees, NCSRA wishes to encourage its younger officials who have a demonstrated talent for officiating to be come more heavily involved.  In order to facilitate the provision of additional training and officiating opportunities for these talented young referees, NCSRA requests that all licensed assignors pay close attention to those referees working in their areas who are between the ages of 14 and 25.  For those young referees who are consistently applying themselves to refereeing in a competent and professional manner, NCSRA would like to offer wider opportunities for training and exposure.


If you observe officials in this age range who you feel demonstrate a solid potential to advance as a referee, please send their names to either the SRA, the SYRA, or the SDA.  We will place those referees submitted on a list of identified officials in the NCSRA database.  This list will be utilized for tournament invitations and assignments for these referees outside of their home areas.  Attempts will also be made to provide individualized training and assessment to these young referees from the state staff and tournaments and during regular league play.


We need to encourage our younger referees to continue with their development.  Only through training our younger referees adequately can we effectively replace those higher level officials who eventually retire from top level refereeing.


Thank you for your cooperation.

NCSRA Young Referee Identification 

Recommendation Form

All Area Referee Administrators and Referee Assignors, please fill out and return this form if you feel that you can recommend anyone from your area.  Please feel free to consult with other individuals in your area before completing this form.

_________ I recommend the following young referees from my area as potential candidates for additional advanced training opportunities from NCSRA.

Name








Age

_________________________________________________
_________

_________________________________________________
_________  

_________________________________________________
_________

_________________________________________________
_________  

_________________________________________________
_________

_________________________________________________
_________  

Signed:________________________________________________


Print Name:______________________________________


ARA: _______ Assignor: _______


Date: _______________________

Return this form to:

Paul James, SYRA

201 Brambleton Court

Winston-Salem, NC 27106 

North Carolina Tournament List and Informational Web Pagestc "North Carolina Tournament List and Informational Web Pages"

The List of Tournaments currently sanctioned by NCYSA may be found on the NCYSA web page at www.ncsoccer.org.


Assignors are encouraged to coordinate referees from within their area who may wish to travel to other tournaments both within and outside of North Carolina.


A list of sanctioned tournaments around the nation is maintained and updated regularly on the USYSA home page.  The address for that is www.usysa.com


Referee information from USSF is also available at the USSF Professional Referee Page at www.ussoccer_data.com


Information on North Carolina Amateur Soccer is available at www.soccernc.com/ncasa


NCSRA’s web page is at www.ncsra.org


The main USSF web page is www.us_soccer.com/


The United States Amateur Soccer Association Web Page is at www.usasa.com


And of course, the web page for FIFA is www.fifa.com


The following State Cup and Regional Tournaments are held in North Carolina at the same calendar position each year.


Womens State Cup preliminary round, the first and second weekends in November


Womens State Cup finals, the third weekend in November


Kepner Cup/ Director’s Cup, the last weekend in April and First weekend in May


Open Cup preliminary rounds, the first and second weekends in May


Open, Kepner, and Challenge Cup finals, the third weekend in May


Open Cup Regional Tournament, commencing the last Thursday in June through the following Tuesday. 

REFEREE RATING POLICY tc "REFEREE RATING POLICY " 


It is the policy of the NCSRA to establish for each referee, as far as possible, an ability rating both as referee and assistant referee in the Arbiter assigning program.  These ability ratings are made available to league assignors, referee coordinators, and tournament coordinators.  The purpose of these referee ratings is to ensure that referees are assigned to the level of match at which they are comfortable, and to minimize as far as possible the assignment of referees to matches beyond their ability to control.  


The referee ratings are established through a review process utilizing both objective and subjective criteria.  Generally, a referee's rating is established based on the following factors: Assessments, the number of years of USSF registration, the number and level of games refereed by the individual in his career, informal visual observation of the referee by ARA's, assessors, instructors, and senior referees during league matches and tournaments, and the age of the referee.  


Although these referee ratings are not for general release, any individual referee is entitled to know his or her NCSRA referee rating.  Such ratings are available from the Arbiter programxe "SRA:receiving referee rating from"

xe "SYRA:receiving referee rating from".  Further, these ratings are subject to change based on additional input or information, or upon improvement demonstrated by the referee.  Also, referees who feel they have been inadequately classified may petition their Area Referee Administrator for reconsideration of their rating.  


The actual referee ratings criteria and ranges are set out in documents listed on the NCSRA Assignor web page.  The scale is from 100-999 with 100 being the highest and 999 the lowest ranking.    


Referee ratings are confidential and are not to be released beyond authorized licensed assignors, NCSRA Area Referee Administrators and NCSRA State Administrators, as well as the individual referee receiving their own rating.
NCSRA Referee Upgrade Policiestc "NCSRA Referee Upgrade Policies"

All assignors should be generally familiar with NCSRA policies regarding upgrading of referees.  Generally, referees look first to their assignor when they consider upgrading.


All specific NCSRA policies regarding referee upgrades are found on the NCSRA web page at www.ncsra.org.  The following are some of the most basic policies and procedures.

Interested in Upgrading from Referee Grade 8 to Referee Grade 7?
If you are interested in upgrading to Referee Class 1 ("07"), you need to do the following:

Notification in Writing. First, inform your Area Referee Administrator ("ARA") and State referee Administrator ("SRA") that you want to upgrade, in writing, and arrange with the ARA to take the USSF physical fitness test. .  Please explain why you want to upgrade.  Send a cheque for $50.00 payable to “NCSRA” along with your letter to the SRA
Grade 7 USSF Physical Fitness Test. Second, you must arrange with your ARA to take the USSF physical fitness test for Referee Grade 7 which you must pass before being assessed for upgrade.

Game Log. Start a "Game Log" which lists all your matches both as a referee and as an assistant referee. Your game log must include date, location, team names and level of match (i.e. U-10, U-12 and so on). You must log 75 matches as a referee and 25 as an assistant referee. High school and college matches do NOT count.

Upgrade Assessment. You must be assessed as a referee in an Under-19 (this does include U-18 or U-17 matches, but it must be a 90 min. match using DSC) or higher match by a currently registered USSF Associate Assessor or higher.

Please note: Do not contact assessors on your own. The ARA in consultation with the SDA will arrange for your assessment either locally or at a tournament.

Note:  If you for any reason fail an upgrade assessment you must submit an additional assessment cost check before you will be allowed to be assessed again.  This does not apply to matches determined by the assessor to be insufficiently competitive
Re-certification Clinic and Written Exam. You must attend a referee re-certification clinic and pass the Entry Level Referee Exam with a score of 85 or higher.

Details can be found in your USSF "Referee Administrative Handbook."

**All the criteria for upgrading must be completed within the same twelve month period.**

And remember:

Safe. Fair. Fun. Soccer.

Interested in Becoming a State Referee Grade 6?
 If you are interested in upgrading to State Referee Grade 6, start planning now by making the commitment to improve and work hard. 

     Notification in Writing:  First, you must let the State Referee Administrator and the State Director of Assessment know of your intention to pursue upgrading and why you want to upgrade.   In your letter to the SRA, enclose a cheque to “NCSRA” for $100.00 to defray part of the cost of your first three assessments.

     State Physical Fitness Test:  This is the critical next step: You must arrange with your ARA to take the State Referee Physical Fitness test which you must pass before you can begin being assessed for upgrade.

     Game Log:  If you have not already started, you need to begin a "Game Log" of all your matches as a referee as a referee in U-19 competitive matches and above.  (U-19 does NOT include U-18 and U-17 matches.  Recreational and challenge matches do NOT count.  High school and college matches do NOT count.  However, college varsity matches through 31 December 1998 count.)   Your game log should include date, location, team names, level of play, and your position.  You must send a copy of your game log to the SRA to verify your game count.  You must have whistled 100 matches as a referee in U-19 and above competitive matches to qualify for State Referee candidacy.

     Upgrade Assessments.  You must pass three upgrade assessments:  Two assessments as a referee:  One in a Div 2 competitive men’s match and one in a competitive U-19 or higher match; and one as an assistant referee in competitive U-19 or higher USSF match.  All assessments must be done by State Referee Assessors or higher.  No two referee assessments shall be done by the same assessor.

     Please note:  The SDA will arrange for your assessments.  Do not contact assessors for upgrade assessments on your own.
     Also note:  Upgrading assessments are difficult to schedule and to pass.  It usually takes twice as many matches to get all the assessments you need, because often the matches are not a sufficient test for upgrade.  Easy matches do not count for upgrading.

**** If you for any reason fail an upgrade assessment you must submit an additional assessment cost check before you will be allowed to be assessed again.  This does not apply to matches determined by the assessor to be insufficiently competitive.
     State Referee Clinic / Written exam.  You must attend the State Referee Clinic (by invitation only); pass the State Referee Entry Level Exam with an 85 or higher.

     Further details of these criteria can be found in your Referee Administrative Handbook.

your assessments. Do not contact assessors for upgrade assessments on your own.

Also note: Upgrading assessments are difficult to schedule and to pass. It usually takes twice as many matches to get all the assessments you need, because often the matches are not a sufficient test for upgrade. Easy matches do not count for upgrading.

State Referee Clinic / Written exam. You must attend the State Referee Clinic (by invitation only); pass the State Referee Entry Level Exam with an 85 or higher.

Further details of these criteria can be found in your Referee Administrative Handbook.

**All the criteria for upgrading must be completed within the same twelve month period.**

USSF Assignors Manual
(This manual is available from the NCSRA Assignor’s web page as an adobe pdf file which may be downloaded.  If this manual is printed then the USSF Assignors’ Manuel will be reproduced here.
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